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2020.1.6
A Tenure-Track Assistant Professor Position,

Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University

Outline:

Kyushu University is seeking an experienced individual with expertise in research and
teaching for appointment as a tenure-truck assistant professor in the Laboratory of
Biochemistry, Division of Molecular Biosciences, Department of Bioscience and
Biotechnology, Faculty of Agriculture and Graduate School of Bioresources and
Bioenvironmental Sciences. The Division of Molecular Biosciences is promoting
research aiming at elucidating the action mechanism of functional elements related to
the expression and regulation of complicated biological phenomena. Application of
these basic research to develop new biotechnology is also the aim of this division. The
division is in charge of the education of graduate studies in the field of functional
molecular biochemistry and the applied biological sciences, and is promoting education
to systematically train personnel who can understand living phenomena at the
molecular level and promote activities to make it useful for human beings.

The Laboratory of Biochemistry deals with research and education on proteins
related to the maintenance and transmission of genetic information, and analyzes the
structures and functions of these proteins. Research on the molecular recognition
mechanism of proteins connects to creating industrially useful proteins. The laboratory
is currently focusing on DNA- and RNA-related enzymes, which are useful for
development of novel technology for genetic engineering.

The currently available position is an assistant professor for the research and
education of the agricultural field focusing on life science from the viewpoint of
molecular biology and biomolecular engieering. The prospective assistant professor will
be in charge of the advanced research and education from the perspective of the
following area:

1) Research and education on searching for new CRISPR-Cas factors and non-coding
RNAs from the metagenomes and elucidating their functions

2) Research and education on improvement of current technology and development of
new technology for plactical genome editing.

3) Research and education on elucidation of the living phenomena regulated by



non-coding RNAs and RNA-binding proteins.

4) Research and education on development of new technology to artificially regulate
gene expression.

The candidate should have the research achievements in the above field, and it is
especially important to have experiences of functional analysis for nucleic acid-related
enzymes. This assistant professor will be engaged in research and education activities

in cooperation with Associate Professor Tomoyuki Numata.

1. Number of Positions Offered:

One assistant professor (tenure-track)

2. Institution:
Position affiliation: Division of Molecular Biosciences, Department of Bioscience
and Biotechnology, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University. The appointee will
join the teaching staff of the Agricultural Chemistry course in the School of
Agriculture and the Bioscience and Biotechnology course in the Graduate School of

Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences.

3. Date of Appointment:

As early as possible after June 1st, 2020.

4. Employment Duration:
Assistant Professor, Full-time with the tenure-track period until March 31, 2025. An
interim evaluation will be conducted three years after the employment, and the final
examination, conducted before the end of the tenure-track period, will be judged to
be suitable for the assistant professor of the Faculty of Agriculture. According to the
evaluation result, the position will be a tenured assistant professor or associate
professor with a mandatory retirement age of 65. During the tenure-track period,

70% of the effort will be guaranteed for research.

5. Qualification requirements
Applicants must have a doctorate degree (including prospective degree by the end

of March, 2020) and be able to engage in research and education activities with



enthusiasm.

6. Educational Duties:
The successful candidate will be expected to teach the following subjects and
supervise research activities at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, with
some of the teaching and supervision done in Japanese and English.

1) Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences

Master's Course
(Molecular Biosciences in Bioscience and Biotechnology Course, International
Course)
Project Research in Molecular Biosciences, Advanced Studies in Molecular
Biosciences |, Il, Master’s Thesis Research |, Master’s Thesis Research I, etc.

Doctorial Course
(Bioscience and Biotechnology Course)
Research Training on Bioscience and Biotechnology, Tutorial on Bioscience and

Biotechnology, Doctoral Thesis Research, etc.

2) Undergraduate School
(Agricultural Chemistry Course, School of Agriculture)
Experiment of Agricultural Chemistry, Seminar on Agricultural Chemistry, Science

English, Seminar in Graduation Thesis, etc.

7. Required Documentation (provide all documents either in Japanese or English):

1)  Curriculum vitae

2) The official Ph.D. degree certificate

3) List of research achievements (including peer-reviewed papers, conference,
reviews, books, patents)
For a research paper in an academic journal, author(s), the title, journal, volume,
first and last pages, publication year, and the impact factor of the journal at the year
should be given. The papers should be categorized as (i) refereed (ii) non-refereed
and (iii) others. For a review, author(s), the title, journal, volume, first and last pages,

and publication year should be given.



For a book, author(s), the title, publisher, first and last pages, and publication year
should be given. For a grant (including JSPS grants): Funding scheme, Grant
category (Research period, Funding organization), Term, Grant amount and Roles
(Principal Investigator or Co-investigator) should be given. For others, Academic
awards, Invited lecture, Patents, Qualifications, Journal editor, Academic society

managements and others should be given.

4) Reprints of the most important publication (Maximum five papers)

5) Summary of the applicant’s research activities (about 1,500 words)

6) Summary of the applicant’s future research plan (about 1,500 words)

7) Summary of the applicant's educational experiences and aspiration for education

in the future (about 500 words).
8) Three recommendation letters from the professional research scientists, who know

the applicant well.

Note: The set of the above-mentioned documents (printed documents and
corresponding Word (1), 3)) and PDF (1), 3), 4-7)) files on a USB memory stick) should

be submitted.

8. Interview:
Selected candidates will be invited for an interview held at Ito Campus of Kyushu
University or via a remote conference system. We do not support any expenses

incurred, such as for travel or accommodation, to participate in the interview.

9. Application Deadline:
Completed applications must arrive at Kyushu University by 12:00 (Japanese
Standard Time) on March 9 (Mon), 2020.

10. Submission of the Application Documents to:
Send all required documents together as registered mail or simplified registered mail
(limited to mail delivery).
Administrative office of Molecular Biosciences division (Yuko Miyajima)
W5-669a (6th floor) Ito campus, Kyushu University
Motooka 744, Nishi-ku, Fukuoka, 819-0395, JAPAN



11. Contact Information:

Prof. Ken Matsuoka

Chair of the Selection Committee
E-mail: kenmat@agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp
Tel: +81-92-802-4713

12. Additional Information

1)

Kyushu University is an equal opportunity employer and follows the principles of
the Basic Act for the Disabled Persons (Act. No.84 of 1970, revised in 2004 and
2011), Basic Act for Gender Equal Society (Act. No.78 of 1999), Act on
Employment Promotion etc. of Persons with Disabilities (Act No. 123 of 1960,
revised in 2013), and the Act on the Elimination of Discrimination against Persons
with Disabilities (Act No. 65 of 2013).

Kyushu University deployed the System of Employment of Faculty Members with
Accompanying Spouse (July, 2017 and amended January, 2018). For further
information, visit the following university website (in Japanese), which links to
Kyushu University Guidelines for  this system (in English):
http://danjyo.kyushu-u.ac.jp/notice/view.php?cld=2600&

Please see the URL for more information of our programs.
http://www.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/english/international

The submitted documents/optical disk/lUSB memory stick will not be returned to the
applicant. In addition, personal information included in the submitted documents
will not be used for purposes other than screening.

Salary and Benefits: Appointment level to be commensurate with qualifications and
experience. Salary and benefits are specified in the Kyushu University regulations.
For further information, visit the following university website (in Japanese):
http://www.kyushu-u.ac.jp/ja/university/information/rule/rulebook/pdf/616/1/2004sy
ukiO14.pdf
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